Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 

Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 TOKYO 19071 121022Z 
ACTION EA- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO PM-05 NSC-05 SP-02 SS-15 CIAE-00 
INR-07 NSAE-00 L-03 BIB-01 EB-08 PA-01 PRS-01 
USIA-06 /067 W 

016587 121115Z/11 

R 120930Z DEC 77 
FM AMEMBASSY TOKYO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3506 
INFO SECDEF WASHDC 
AMEMBASSY SEOUL 
AMEMBASSY MANILA 
COMUSJAPAN YOKOTA 
CDR USARJ CAMP ZAMA IA 
COMNAVFORJAPAN YOKOSUKA IA 
CG 5AF YOKOTA IA 
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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: MARR, IA 

SUBJECT: FEASIBILITY STUDY: CONVERSION OF ARMED FORCES RADIO AND 
TELEVISION SERVICE (AFRTS) TO NON- APPROPRIATED STATUS. 

REF: SECDEF FOUO R 2305 12Z NOV 77 

1 . SINCE ITS INCEPTION IN JAPAN , FEN (AFRTS) HAS PROVIDED 
AN IMPORTANT SERVICE TO THE PERSONNEL OF USFJ. BECAUSE IT 
BROADCASTS ON ORDINARY COMMERCIAL RADIO BROADCAST 
FREQUENCIES, TI ALSO HAS ATTRACTED WIDE AUDIENCE OF 
ENGLISH SPEAKING LISTENERS, BOTH WITHIN AND OUTSIDE OF 
JAPAN, WHO VALUE IT AS THEIR MAJOR SOURCE OF ENGLISH 
LANGUAGE NEWS, SPECIAL FEATURES, AND SPORTS. RECOGNIZING 
CONTRIBUTION TO MORALE AND WELL-BEING OF US FORCES IN 
JAPAN, GOJ HAS NEVER RAISED OBJECTIONS TO FEN BROAD- 
CSTING OR TO ITS PROGRAM CONTENT. WE FORESEE CON- 
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TINUING GOJ ACCEPTANCE OF ROLE OF FEN IN CONTRIBUTING 
TO MORALE AND COMMAND FUNCTION, AND THEREBY TO EFFECTIVE 
MUTUAL SECURITY RELATIONSHIP. 

2. ATTEMPT TO PUT FEN ON NON-APPROPRIATED-FUND, COMMERCIAL 
BASIS, HOWEVER, WOULD RUN SERIOUS RISK OF OPENING FEN 
OPERATIONS TO EXAMINATION AND QUESTION BY GOJ, POSSIBLY 
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RESULTING IN ITS TAKING DIM VIEW OF PRESENT, ACCEPTED 
MODE OF OPERATION AND BROADCAST CONTENT. VIRTUALLY 
CERTAIN OBJECTIONS FROM JAPANESE COMMERCIAL BROADCASTERS 
AND BUSINESS INTERESTS WOULD CREATE SERIOUS POLITICAL 
PROBLEMS FOR GOJ, WHICH IT WOULD NOT WISH TO TAKE ON 
WITH NOTHING TO BE GAINED FOR ITS PART. MORE IMPORTANTLY. 
RAISING OF ISSUE WOULD RUN SERIOUS RISK OF ROUSING 
FEELING THAT FEN, EVEN AS PRESENTLY OPERATED, IS BUT 
ANOTHER VESTIGE OF OCCUPATION ERA WHICH CONSTITUTES 
UNACCEPTABLE VIOLATION OF SOVEREIGNTY. 

3. PERTINENT LAWS, REGULATIONS AND AGREEMENTS WILL BE 
ADDRESSED BY COMUSJAPAN. WHILE EMBASSY WOULD BE WILLING 
TO TAKE SOUNDING WITH GOJ, WE BELIEVE PROPOSAL WOULD 
MEET QUICK REJECTION. 

MANSFIELD 
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